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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1968. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District 

Council , 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Circular  1/69 
(Wales),  I  have  the  honour  and  privilege  of  presenting  for  your 
acceptance  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
the  year  1968. 

As  is  normal,  the  first  part  of  the  report  relates 
to  the  vital  statistics  for  the*  area.  The  estimated  population  has 
remained  almost  static  and  it  will  not  be  until  the  next  census  year 
that  the  exact  figure  will  again  reveal  itself. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  Urban  District  rose  very 
slightly  during  the  year  being  consistently  about  two  and  a  half  points 
above  the  national  figure.  This,  unfortunately,  is  over  compensated 
by  a  persistently  higher  infant  mortality.  This  year,  as  will  be  seen 
from  the  statistics  below,  nine  babies  failed  to  reach  their  first 
birthday.  The  actual  number  was  eight  but  one  death  that  took  place 
in  December  1967  was  not  included  in  the  Registrar’s  returns  until  the 
week  ending  9th  February,  1968,  consequent  upon  a  Coroner’s  inquest 
being  held.  The  Infant  Mortality  is  analysed  further  in  the  body  of 
the  report. 


I  would  again  draw  your  attention  to  the  increasing 
number  of  births  occurring  in  hospital  as  opposed  to  home.  This  is  a 
reflection  of  a  national  trend.  With  the  exception  of  one  General 
Practitioner  who  carries  out  ante-natal  care  on  his  patients ,  the  bulk 
of  this  work  is  done  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  conjunction  with  the 
Hospital  Clinics.  A  flourishing  Maternity  Liaison  Committee  maintains 
a  close  integration  of  the  service  and  all  applications  for  hospital 
confinements  are  favourably  considered. 

The  revision  of  the  Public  Health  (Infectious  Diseases) 
Regulations  introduced  Infective  Jaundice  on  to  the  list  and  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  table,  one  hundred  and  seventeen  cases  were  notified,  the 
majority  coming  from  the  village  of  Glyncorrwg. 

One  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  notified  during 
the  year,  the  case  being  a  middle  aged  male.  This  serves  to  remind  us 
that  the  need  for  vigillance  continues  and  that  prophylactic  measures  such 
as  B.C.G.  vaccination  should  be  maintained  in  the  schools.  This  year 
eighty-six  susceptible  children  in  Cymer  Afan  Comprehensive  School  were 
vaccinated. 
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Once  again-  I  have  included  information~on  the 
services  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  during  the  period 
under  review. 


I  have  been  very  mindful  of  the  need  for  the 
provision  of  Health  Centre  facilities  in  Cymmer  and  am  more  than 
happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  by  the  time  this  report  reaches  • 
you,  this  will  be  well  on  the  way  to  being  realised. 

Once  again  Mr.  S.  Mason,  Public  Health  Inspector, 
has  compiled  valuable  statistics  and  details  of  his  activities  in 
the  promotion  and  maintenance  of  the  Public  Health  in  the  Urban 
District.  His  has  been  an  uphill  task  in  every  sense  of  the  word 
particularly  in  Housing  and  I  would  like  to  express  my  personal 
appreciation  of  his  loyalty  and  diligence. 

Likewise,  in  drawing  these  introductory  remarks 
to  a  close  I  would  like  to  thank  all  members  of  Council  and  my 
fellow  officers  on  your. staff  for  their  support  and  courtesy  during 
the  year. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
D.H.J.  WILLIAMS. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


Public  Health  Department^ 

Park  House,  .  .. 

Theodore  Road , 

PORT  TALBOT.  Tel.  No.  Port  Talbot  21 37/8 


VITAL  STATISTICS . 


1 .  POPULATION. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Urban  District  is 
shown  below  and  for  comparison  purposes,  that  for  certain  preceding 
and  census  years  is  also  appended. 
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The  rateable  value  of  the  area  on  the  31st  March, 

1968  was  as  follows 


General  Rate  Purposes .  £153,242 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate .  £558 


2.  BIRTHS . 

During  1968,  185  live  births  were  credited  to  the 
Urban  District  of  which  102  were  males  and  83  were  females.  There 
were  6  stillbirths. 


The  birth  rate  was  19*5  per  1000  population  and 
this  compares  with  18,7  for  the  previous  year.  For  the  whole  of 
England  and  V/ ales  the  birth  rate  was  16„9* 


The  following  table  is  of  interest :- 

Number  of  live  births  at  home  in  the  area . . .  39 

Number  of  live  births  at  Neath  General  Hospital .  134 

Number  of  live  births  in  Maesteg  General  Hospital . . 

and  Bridgend  General  Hospital . . .  12 


3.  DEATHS. 


Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  area: 

Males  -  72  Females  -  32  . . . . .  104 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  estimated  resident  population:  Crude  11.0 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales .  11.9 


The  following  table  shows  the  death  rates  in  recent  years 


1968  1967  1966  1969  1964  1963  1962 

Crude  11.0  .  9.3  11.10  11. 78  8.87  11.86  9.75 

Adjustedl6.2  16.67  17.32  13.48  18. 0313.94 


1961  I960  1959 

13.19  8,67  11.37 
18.80  12.40  16.26 


4.  MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


No  mother  died  from  puerperal  causes 


during  1 968 . 


5.  INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Whilst  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  was  l8,  that  for  the  Urban  District  was  49  and  this 
was  occasioned  by  the  'failure  of  9  infants  to  reach  their  first 
birthday. 

Comparative  figures  for  the  past  ten  years  are  given  below: - 

1968  1967  1966  1965  1964  1963  1962  1961  I960  1959 
49  23.0  41.88  44-. 78  37.21  51.89  31.91  38.10  20.73  52.91 


Table  4  gives  analysis  of  the  causes  of  death. 


6.  DEATHS  ( all  ages ) 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  area  during  1 968  were: 


(a)  Cardiovascular  conditions . . . .  37 

(b)  Cancers  of  various  kinds . . . . .  21 


(c)  Respiratory  diseases  (excluding  Tuberculosis  and  Cancer  ..  19 
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TABLE  1 , 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
•-  19657  ■ 

These  statistics  have  been  confirmed  by  the  Registrar 

General . 

Live  Births  Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  171  93  78 

Illegitimate  l4  9  5 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1000  population. .  19*5 

Adjusted  birth  rate  per  1000  population . ■  ..  21-.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  total  live  births .  7»57 

Stillbirths  Total  Males  Females 

Legitimate  642 

Illegitimate  - 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1000  total  births  -  31«4l 

Total  Males  Females 

Deaths  104  72  32 

Crude  death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  -  11.0 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes: 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes. 

Number  of  deaths  under  1  year  of  age...... . . .  9 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births . . .  49 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  live  legitimate  births . . . 40.94 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) „ . . . . .  21 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)..... . .  Nil 
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TABLE  2, 

ANALYSIS  OF.  .THE -CAUSES  .OF  INFANT  DEATHS-  DURING- 1968.- 

Neonatal  Deaths:  4  Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  -  21.62  per  thousand 

live  births. 


ONE  DAY  -  ONE  WEEK. 


DATE 

SEX 

AGE 

WARD 

CERTIFIED  CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

(1)  24.1.68. 

Male 

9  hours 

Glyncorrwg 

1  (a)  Prematurity. 

(2)  24.5.68. 

Fe.male 

2  days 

Glyncorrwg 

Subtentorial  and  pulmonary 
haemorrhage . 

(3)  16.6.68. 

Male 

10  mins. 

Cymner 

1  (a)  Prematurity. 

(b)  Petechial  sub-pleural 
and  Thymic  Haemorrhage, 
consistent  with  Anoxia. 

(4)  24.12.68. 

Female 

5  days 

Glyncorrwg  1  (a)  Cardiac  Failure. 

(b ) Endocardial  fibroelastosis. 

(c)  Hypoplastic  left 
ventricle. 

Cases  1 ,  2  and  4  born  and  died  in  hospital. 
Case  3  Domiciliary. 

ONE  WEEK  -  ONE  MONTH. 

NIL. 

ONE  MONTH  -  ONE 

YEAR. 

DATE 

‘-SEX 

AGE 

WARD 

CERTIFIED  CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

(1)  3.12.67!  • 

Male 

•  7  weeks 

Glyncorrwg 

Anoxia  -  Natural  causes 
after  Coroner's  Inquest. 

(2)  25.  1.68. 

Male 

6  months  Cymner 

1(a)  Acute  Respiratory 

Infection. 

(3)  3.  2.68,-  •* 

-  Male 

3  months 

Blaengwynfi  Anoxia  -  Natural  causes 

after  Coroner’s  Inquest. 

(4)  14.  7.66. 

Female 

.  .7  months 

Glyncorrwg 

1(a)  Cardiac  Failure. 

(b)  Congenital  Heart  Disease. 

1 1  Mongol . 

(5)  27.12.68. 

Male 

2  months  Cymmer 

1(a)  Intestinal  Obstruction. 

Cases  1  and  3  -  Child  died  at  home. 

Cases  2,  4  and  3  -  Child  died  in  hospital. 

*  Inquest  held.  Notification  included  in  Registrar’s  Returns 

week  ending  9*  2.  68, 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OR  FEVERS, 


The  incidence  and  distribution  of  notified 
infectious  diseases  including  tuberculosis  is  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


.  T  r 

Glyn- 

corrwg 

Cymmer 

Aber- 

gwynfi 

Total 

for 

1968 

Total 

for 

1967  . 

Total 

for 

1966 

Total 

for 

-1965 

Total 

for 

1964 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

4 

8 

2 

2 

Measles 

1 

3 

19 

25 

50 

292 

18 

10 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

1 

1 

7 

23 

- 

- 

4 

Ophthalmia ' Neonatorum 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis ,  Pulmonary 

1 

— 

- 

1 

1 

1 

4 

2 

Tuberculosis , Non-Pulmonary 

- 

- 

3 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Poliomyelitis , Paralytic 

- 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

60 

5 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

Infective  Jaundice 

2 

80 

36 

1 

2 

117 

9 

11 

5 

14 

TOTAL 

90 

.  43 

1 

21  t  154 

517 

91 

U2__ 

TABLE  5„ 

TUBERCULOSIS . 

New  cases  during  1968*  NON- 

PULMONARY  PULMONARY 

'  •  :  ' ,  '  Male  Female  Male  Female 

Under  1  year  -  -  - 

Over  1  year  and  under  5  years  ~  -  - 

Over  5  years  and  under  10  years  -  - 

Over  10  years  and  under  19  years  -  ~  - 

Over  19  years  and  under  20  years  -  _ 

Over  20  years  and  under  29  years  ...  ~  - 

Over  29  years  and  under  39  years  -  - 

Over  39  years  and  under  49  years  _  _  ~ 

Over  43  years  and  under  99  years  1  -  - 

Over  53  years-  and  under  63  years-  "  —  - 

Over  65  years  and  under  73  years  -  - 

Over  73  years  -  -  - 


TOTAL 


1 
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Below  I  append  tlie  notification  state  at  the 
beginning  and  end  of  1968  for  comparison  purposes: 

TUBERCULOSIS . 

Incidence  and  Domiciliary  Care 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  1st  January,  1968. 

Males  Females 

Pulmonary  1 9  1 6 

Non-Pulmonary  1 _ 2 

'  TOTAL:  20  18 

\  I  ~  ““  7  1 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  31st  December,  1968. 

Males  Females 

Pulmonary  19  12 

Non-Pulmonary  _ 1 _ _2. 

TOTAL:  ■  20  14 

Total  cases  on  1st  January,  1968... . 38 

Total  cases  on  31st  December,  1968 . . . . . . .  3^ 

Number  removed  from  the  Register  as  follows :- 

Number  left  district . . . . ...... .................  * . .  2 

Number  died. . . . . . .  - 

Number  recovered . . . . .  3 

Change  of  diagnosis . . . Nil 

Cases  not  formally  notified  (taken  from  Registrar's  returns)...  Nil 
Number  added  to  Register  as  follows 


Number  of  new  notifications 
■  Number  of  in-transfers . . . . . 
Restored  to  Register. ....... 


•  1 
None 
None 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  DSAIHS  DURING  196 
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GLAMORGAN  ADMINISTRATIVE  COUNTY  VITAL  STATISTICS  1 968 


Estimated 

Population 

1968 

Live  Births 

Ratio  of 

Deaths 

No .  of 

live 

Births 

Rate  per  1 ,000 
population 

local 

adjusted 

No. 

of 

Deaths 

Rate  per  1 ,000 

local  adjusted 
Death  rate 
to  National 
rate 

Crude 

Adjusted 

rate  to 
national 
rate 

Crude 

Adjusted 

England  and  Wales 

48,593,000 

822,000 

16.9 

577,000 

11.9 

- - - 

Administrative  County 

742,920 

12,225 

16.5 

17.0 

1 .01 

9,285 

12.5 

14.3 

1 .20 

Urban  Districts 

524,650 

8,215 

15.7 

16.2 

0.96 

6,723 

12.3 

14.6 

1 .23 

Rural  Districts 

218,270 

4,010 

18.4 

18.8 

1.11 

2,562 

10.0 

13.6 

1 .14 

Health  Division  Constituent  Districts 

Aberiare  and  Aberdaro  Urban 

38,560 

679 

17.6 

19.2 

1 .14 

586 

15.2 

15.2 

1 .28 

Mountain  Ash  Mountain  Ash  Urban 

28,150 

442 

15.7 

....  15-7 

0.93 

369 

13.1 

15.9 

1 .33 

Caerphilly  and  Caerphilly  Urban 

39,130 

774 

19.8 

19.4 

1 .15 

452 

11.6 

14.4 

- L  ?  .-V 

1 .21 

Gelligaer  Gelligaer  Urban 

34.640 

61T1 

17-8 

17.8 

1 .05 

409 

11.8 

15.3 

1  .PQ 

Mid  Glamorgan  Bridgend  Urban 

15.190 

188 

12.4 

12,8 

0.76 

156 

10.3 

11.1 

- — L 

0.93 

Maesteg  Urban 

21 ,280 

340 

16,0 

1 6.6 

O.98 

268 

12.6 

15.5 

1.30 

Ogmore  &  Garw  Urban 

20,390 

327 

IG.O 

16.5 

0.98 

262 

12.8 

15.6 

1  .31 

Porthcawl  Urban 

13,120 

206 

15.7 

18.5 

1.10 

1 77 

13.5 

10.8 

0.91 

Penybont  Rural 

49,310 

1,052 

21 ,3 

20.4 

1.21 

607 

12.3 

11  r7 

0  98 

Neath  and  Neath  M.B, 

District  Neath  Sural 

29,910 

40,060 

386 

12.9 

13.4 

0.79 

-J90. 

13.9 

1 .17 

Pontypridd  and  Llantrisant  Rural 

Llantrisant  Pontypridd  Urban 

31 .8oo~ 

n6n 

- 

742 

- J-2  0  J 

23.3 

_ 12z2 

24.0 

1 .42 

519 

12.7 

11 .1 

15.4 

15.3 

1 .29 

1 .29 

Port  Talbot  and  Glyncorrwg  Urban 

9,480 

185 

19'- 5 

18.9 

0.94 

1 ,12 

470 

104 

13.4 

11.0 

13.9 

16.2 

1.17 

1  ,36 

Glyncorrwg  Port  Talbot  M.B. 

51 ,310 

756 

14,7 

1 4.6 

0.86 

557 

10.9 

14.8 

1 .25 

South  Erst  Barry  M.B. 

42,450 

636 

15.0 

15.5 

0.91 

462 

10.9 

12.0 

1 .01 

Glamorgan  Cardiff  Sural 

28,030 

_ 

19.1 

17.6 

1.04 

338 

12.1 

13.3 

1 .12 

Cowbridge  M.B, 

-  1.350 

33 

25-9 

25.6 

1.52 

11 

8.1 

8.4 

6.71 

Cowbridge  Rural 

22,530 

363 

16.1 

18.4 

1 .09 

167 

’  7.4 

13.0 

1 .09 

Penarth  Urban 

22,960 

370 

16.1 

17.4 

1 .03 

325 

14.2 

13.4 

1.12 

We st  Glamorgan  Gower  Rural 

15,960 

. .256 

16,0 

16.8 

0.99 

171 

10.7 

12.0 

1 .01 

Llwchwr  Urban 

26,080 

408 

15.6 

16.7 

0.99 

321 

12*3 

13.5 

1.14 

... .  Pontardawe  Rural 

29,680 

409 

13.8 

-1.5.6  i 

13.8 

408 

13.7 

14.3 

1.20 

Rhondda  M.B. 

...  95,590 

1 ,320 

1— ' U»8 

- - 

14.2  i 

0.84 

1 ,404 

14.0 

16.8 

1 .41 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY 

STILLBIRTHS 

Deaths  under 
one  year 

Rate  per 
1000 
live 
births 

Stillbirths 
and  deaths 
under  one 
week 

Rate  per 

1000  live 
and  still¬ 
births 

Number  of 
still¬ 
births 

Stillbirths 
rate  per 

1000  total 
births 

England  and  Wales 
Administrative  County 

18 

25 

_ 

14 

254 

21 

372 

30 

212 

..   ...  .  17  ...  . 

Urban  Districts 

185 

23 

270 

32 

151 

18 

Rural  Districts 

69 

17 

102 

25 

61 

15 

Health  Division 

Constituent  Districts 

Aberdare  and 

Aberdare  Urban 

19 

28 

.  1.9 

28 

6 

9 

Mountain  Ash 

Mountain  Ash  Urban 

9 

20 

20 

44 

13 

29 

Caerphilly  and 

Caerphilly  Urban 

22 

28 

27 

34 

13 

17 

Gellipaer 

Gelligaer  Urban 

12 

19 

12 

19 

10 

Mid  Glamorgan 

Brie  Rend  Urban 

3 

16 _ 

8 

41 

5 

26 

Maesteg  Urban 

4 

12 

10 

29 

8 

23 

Ggmore  and  Gar w  Urban 

7 

21 

12 

36 

6 

18 

Porthcawl  Urban 

4 

19 

3 

14 

1 

Penybont  Rural 

21 

20  1 

32 

30 

18 

17 

Neath  and 

Neath  M.B. 

10 

26 

14 

35 

8 

20 

District 

Nesth  Rural 

16 

25 

17 

26 

8 

12 

Pontypridd  and 

Llantrisant  Rural 

12 

16 

18 

24 

12 

16 

Llantrisant 

Pontypridd  Urban 

12  1  22 

16 

29 

6 

11 

Port  Talbot  and 

Glyncorrwg  Urban 

9 

49 

10 

52 

6 

31 

Glyncorrwg 

Port  Talbox  M.B. 

17 

L _ 22  1 

27 

35 

ip 

19 

South  East 

Barry  M.B. 

6 

9 

13 

20 

12 

19 

Glamorgan 

Cardiff  Rural. 

8 

15 

9 

17 

5 

9 

Cowbridge  M.B, 

- 

1 

28 

1 

28 

Cowbridge  Rural 

....  .  5 

14 

9 

24 

7 

19 

Penarth  Urban 

5 

14  —1 

12 

32 

9 

24 

West  Glamorgan 

Gower  Rural 

2 

8 

4 

16 

2 

8 

Llwchwr  Urban 

7 

17 

16 

38 

12 

29 

Pontardawe  Rural 

5 

12 

13 

.  31 

9 

22 

Rhondda  M.B. 

39 

30 

50 

37 

24 

18 

LOCAL  AND  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACTIVITIES  1968. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics, 

During  the  year,  a  total  of  521  children  attended 
the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  in  Abercregan,  Cymmer,  Duffryn,  Blaengwynfi , 
Glyncorrwg  and  Croeserw.  Total  attendances  by  children  born  during 
1968  were  1654,  there  were  1584  attendances  by  children  born  during 
1967  and  other  children  under  five  years  of  age  attended  clinics  on 
1676  occasions  during  the  year. 

In  addition  to  advice  and  guidance  to  mothers; 
immunisation  against  diphtheria/whooping  cough/tetanus  and  vaccination 
against  smallpox  and  polio  were  available  to  infants  at  these  clinics. 
Welfare  foods  were  also  on. sale. 

Ante-Natal  Cli ixLcs. 

246  expectant  mothers  availed  themselves  of  ante-natal 
care  at  the  clinics  at  Abercregan,  Cymmer,  Blaengwynfi ,  Glyncorrwg 
and  Croeserw.  In  all  a  total  of  1 1 86  attendances  were  registered  at 
these  clinics .  Some  49  mothers  re-attended  clinics  after  confinement 
for  post  natal  examination. 

Ante-Natal  Class , 

A  v/eekly  ante-natal  relaxation  class  was  held  at 
Croeserw  Clinic  for  expectant  mothers  from  the  whole  area.  27 
mothers  took  advantage  of  this  service  and  during  the  year  made  a 
total  of  0  attendances. 

Home  Nursing. 

The  Home  Nurses  in  the  area  visited  329  patients 
during  the  year  and  this  involved  them  in  a  total  of  8^+46  visits  to 
homes.  Of  this  number  4.700  visits  were  made  to  people  over  the  age 
of  65  and  91  visits  to  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

Midwifery. 

In  1968  the  midwives  in  the  Urban  District  were 
present  at  39  deliveries  at  home. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 

This  protection  is  offered  to  children  at  school 
between  the  ages  of  thirteen  and  fourteen  and  last  year  86  children 
attending  Cymmer  Comprehensive  School  were  vaccinated  at  school 
against  this  disease.  A  further  32  children  who  gave  positive 
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reactions  to  skin  testing  were  investigated  at  Neath  Chest 
Clinic.  Six  children  were  asked  to  return  in  six  months' time 
for  further  investigation. 

Chiropody. 

Clinic  sessions  have  now  been  extended  to  Cymmer, 
Blaengwynfi  and  Glyncorrwg,  depending  on  demand  for  elderly  or  ^ 

handicapped  persons, and  other  special  categories  from  the  whole  of 
the  Urban  area.  Home  Visits  are  made  where  the  patient  is  unfit 
to  attend  clinic.  Last  year  159  persons  were  seen  at  clinic  on 
702  occasions  and  98  cases  on  289  occasions  were  seen  at  home. 

Home  Help  Service, 

This  Service  continued  during  the  year  and  in  order 
to  meet  the  demand  it  was  found  necessary  to  employ  12  part-time 
home  helps  on  a  regular  basis  and  an  additional  8  home  helps  on  a 
casual  part-time  basis. 

School  Health  Service. 

Regular  medical  inspections  at  all  schools  in  the 
area  were  maintained  and  as  a  result  a  total  of  427  children  had 
routine  medical  examinations.  In  addition  238  children  who  had 
been  referred  from  previous  routine  examinations  were  re-examined. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  refer  53  children  for  treatment  whilst 
121  children  were  found  to  have  defects  which  require  observation. 

Children  found  to  have  defects  of  vision  are  seen  at 
Cymmer  Clinic,  those  with  orthopaedic  defects  at  Croescrw  and  those 
with  speech  defects  are  appointed  to  school  clinics  in  Port  Talbot, 
or,  by  arrangement  with  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer,  Mid-Glamorgan 
Health  Division,  in  Bridgend  and  Maesteg.  Any  child  requiring 
full-time  education  as  a  partially  hearing  pupil  is  conveyed  to 
Cwmafan  Junior  School  daily. 

Pupils  attending  the  schools  in  the  area  were 
dentally  inspected  by  the  Area  Dental  Officer  and  treatment .  was 
offered  at  Croeserw  clinics.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  new  dental 
equipment  was.  installed  at  Croeserw  clinic  and  all  treatment  was 
offered  under  ideal  and  modern  conditions.  During  1968,  768 
attendances  were  made  at  these  clinics  by  schoolchildren  for 
treatment  whilst  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  age 
children  attended  for  dental  treatment  on  31  and  10  occasions 
respectively. 


-  17  - 


Mr.  Sc  Mason,  your  Public  Health  Inspector,  has  kindly 
compiled  the  information  incorporated  on  the  following  pages  of  this 
Annual  Report, 

1,  RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Housing  .0000000.00000000.0000.000  =  0000000  918 
Council  Houses  00000000000000000000.00000.  88 

Factories  00000000000000000000000000000000 
Drainage  06000000.00000000=0000000000000.0  19 

Rodent  Control  o.ooooo.ooooo.ooooooooooooo  26 
Disinfestation  &  Disinfection  .o.,.,,..,.,  l6 

Sampling  oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooee 

Shops  and  Offices  0.0000000000000  =  .  o......  40 

Miscellaneous  00000000000=00.0000000000000  138 


2.  ACTION  TAKEN  UNDFR  HOUSING  ACTS. 

During  the  year  the  Council  authorised  the  serving  of 
many  "Time  and  Place”  Notices  when  the  various  owners  of  unfit 
dwellings  could  make  their  representations. 

Following  the  serving  of  these  notices,  the  Glynccrrwg 
Urban  District  Council  made:- 
Demolition  Orders  0000.0000=0000000000.00=  22 

Closing  Orders  .oooooo.oooooooooooooooooo.  4 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  00000000000=0.0  1  (For  14  dwellings) 

and  Closing  Orders  revoked  and  replaced 
by  Demolition  Orders  oooooooooooooooooo.o.  37 


33  privately  owned  dwellings  and  8  Council  owned 
dwellings  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  20  families  living  in  unfit  privately 
owned  dwellings  were  rehoused  in  Council  Houses. 


Minute  174  of  the  General  Purposes  Committee  of  the 
12th  September  1987 1  authorised  that  the  40  new  Areal  houses 
reaching  completion  were  to  accommodate  those  families  living 
in  the  most  serious  housing  conditions. 

By  March  1968,  these  40  new  Council  Houses  had  been 

occupied. 


There  are  no  new  Council  Houses  in'  the  course  of 
construction  and  those  families  still  living  in  unfit  dwellings 
can  only  be  rehoused  through  the  normal  Council  House  vacancies 
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Following  a  Public  Inquiry  held  on  the  9th/10th/llth 
of  January  1968 ,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  ’dales  confirmed 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  on  No's  5  to  47  Tunnel  Terrace  and 
No's  1  to  26  Gwynfi  Street,  Blaengv/ynf  i ,  a  total  of  69  dwellings  „ 

This  order  was  confirmed  on  the  15th  July,  1968, 

6  Discretionary  and  6  Standard  grant  schemes  were 
approved  during  the  year.  The  total  amount  contributed  by 
Council  in  the  form  of  grant  to  these  schemes  was  £1,295®  15*  3d. 

3.  HOUSING  GFNFRAL 

The  condition  of  certain  private  dwellings  continued 
to  be  a  major  concern  of  the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  during 
the  year. 

The  following  were  some  of  the  many  unsatisfactory  housing 
conditions  found  on  inspection  of  these  unsound  private  dwellings; 

(1)  One  dwelling,  solely  occupied  by  an  elderly  lady,  in  addition 
to  other  defects,  had  the  fireplace  complete  with  burning 
fire  fall  forward  onto  the  floor.  This  was  reported  to 

have  occurred  on  a  number  of  occasions. 

(2)  One  dwelling,  occupied  by  a  husband,  wife  and  four  small 
children,  in  addition  to  serious  dampness  and  disrepair, 
had  no  satisfactory  water  closet.  The  family  urinated  and 
defaecated  into  buckets  and  the  contents  subsequently  poured 
down  an  open  drain. 

(3)  One  verminous  elderly  lady,  living  with  two  dogs  and  three' 
cats,  had  an  eccentricity  of  wearing  a  man's  stout  boot  on 
her  right  foot  and  a  bedroom  slipper  on  her  left  foot. 

An  inspection  of  the  dwelling  revealed  the  reason  for  this 
eccentricity.  The  back  area  was  covered  with  stagnant 
water  due  to  a  blocked  gully  trap  and  the  occupant  was  able 
to  gain  access  to  the  outside  sanitary  ponvenience  by  placing 
her  stoutly  shod  right  foot  in  the  stagnant  water  and  placing 
her  lightly  shod  left  foot  on  the  higher  and  dry  toilet  floor. 

4 .  INSPBCTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

Regular  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  throughout  the 
area  and  advice  on  such -matters  as  hygiene  and  stock  rotation 
given  to  retailers  when  it  was  deemed  necessary.  Major  alterations 
of  repair  and  decoration  were  undertaken  at  the.  Abe r gwynfi 
Industrial  Co-operative  Society,  Jersey  Road,  Blaengwynfi,  during 
the  year. 
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FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  URBAN  AREA 


Grocery  and  Provision  Stores  a...........  20 

Small  Sweet  and  General  Shops  . » = .  o  . .  = . = .  14 
Fish  and  Chip  Friers  .oooooooooooooo.oo.c  4 
Greengrocers  0000.00=0000. 0.0=00000000000  5 

Cafes  00000000000000000000000000000000000  p 
Butchers  00000.0000=00000000000000000000.  6 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  0.000000.0=000000  2 

Colliery  Canteens  o......................  2 

Factory  Canteens  ooo„oooooooo=oo.=ooooooo  1 
School  Canteens  .oooooo.oooooooo.oooooooo  7 

FOODSTUFFS  SEIZED  AS  UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION 

1  Tin  (4  lb.)  Chopped  Pork. 

1  Tin  (6  lb.)  Jellied  Veal. 

REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  FOR  FISH  FRYING 

Upon  application  for  registration,  one  Fish  Frying 
premises  was  inspected  and  duly  registered. 

5 c  LICENSED  CLUBS  AND  PUBLIC  HOUSES 

Routine  visits  were  made  to  licensed  premises 
throughout  the  area. 

6=  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

Inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year  of  all 
premises  registered  under  the  above  Act.  In  general,  premises 
were  found  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Act,  and 
facilities  were  provided  by  owners  and  occupiers  without  legal 
action  being  taken- 

7.  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

Refuse  collection  takes  place  on  three  days  of  each  week 
throughout  the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District ^  the  Council's 
uncontrolled  tip  at  Glyncorrwg  gave  rise  to  a  number  of  complaints 
from  tenants  of  nearby  houses  concerning  smoke  from  burning  re fuse = 

8.  RODENT  CONTROL 

Full  use  was  made  of  this  service  by  the  public  and  all 
complaints  regarding  infestation  was  investigated.  While  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  control  the  breeding  of  rodents  in  the 
area  the  Rodent  Operative  is  hampered  by  the  fact  that  the 
indiscriminate  tipping  of  refuse  by  householders  and  shopkeepers 
continues  throughout  the  area,  this  indiscriminate  tipping  provides 
an  adequate  supply  of  food  and  encourages  the  propagation  of 
rodents. 
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During  November  of  this  year  a  labourer  was  engaged 
to  assist  the  Rodent  Operative  in  the  baiting  of  sewer  manholes 
throughout  the  area  and  where  there  were  '‘Takes"  the  manholes 
were  rebaited  and  this  continued  until  such  time  as  there  were 
no  "Takes" o 

RECORD  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  INFESTATIONS 


1.  Total  No.  of  Properties  (inc.  nearby  premises  visited 

after  notification  oo.oooooooooo«oooo..-o.o.oo..oe<....  66 


Number  infested  by:- 

( i)  Rats  o  o  o o  o  o  o  o < 

(ii)  Mice  . „ » .  , » »  o  < 

(iii)  Beetles  , » . .  ,  < 


42 

18 

6 


3. 


Total  No.  of  properties  visited  for  reasons  other  than 

notification  coooooooooeoooooooooooooooooooooooeooooo  31 


4.  Number  infested  by: 
^ 1 /  Rats  0000000 

(ii)  Mice  00.0,00 

(iii)  Beetles  ,.00 


19 

19 

13 


9 .  PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACT  1928 

Thirteen  licences  were  issued  to  petroleum  stations 
and  premises  storing  petroleum  in  the  area,  subject  to  conforming 
to  Chief  Fire  Officer's  Report. 


10.  CINEMA  LICENCES 

Licences  were  issued  to  the  Blaengwynfi  and  Glyncorrwg 
Workmens  Halls  and  Institutes « 


Ho  SLAUGHTERMAN 1 S  LICENCES 

Slaughterman's  licences  were  issued  to'  three  individuals 
for  the  purpose  of  slaughtering  in  the  Urban  Area, 

12 ,  EXPLOSIVES  ACT,  1875  and  1923 

Licences  for  the  storage  of  explosives  were  issued  to 
three  premises  in  the  area. 

The  duty  of  administrating  these  acts  relating  to  the 
storage  of  explosives  was  handed  over  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  to  the  Glamorgan  County  Council  Fire  Service. 
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13 .  WATER  SAMPLES 

During  the  year,  the  Council  were  deeply  concerned  at 
the  quality  of  the  water  supply  and  a  number  of  representations 
were  made  to  the  V/est  Glamorgan  Water  Board  relating  to  this 
'  concern*  A  meeting  between  the  Manager  and  Engineer,  the 
Assistant  Engineer  of  the  V/est  Glamorgan  Water  Board  and 
representatives  of  the  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  was 
held  in  November  1968  when  the  Council's  concern  for  the  purity 
of  the  water  supplies  was  forcibly  expressed. 

Following  this  meeting  the  bacteriological  results 
showed  a  marked  improvement. 


Number 

Taken 

Unsatis-  ^Unsatis¬ 
factory  factory 

BACTERIOLOGICAL 

V/est  Glamorgan  Water  Board 

119 

34  28.5 

G.U.DoC, 

a  ;• 

4l 

8  19.5 

G.U.D.C. 

Chemical 

7 

Radioactivity 

7 

The  radioactivity 

results 

fluctuated  between  ,5  pico  curios 

per  litre  .and  1.4 

pico  curies  per  litre. 

14.  EXPLOSIVES  ACT  1875  and  1923 
FIREWORKS  LICENCES 

Nine  fireworks  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 
With  these  licences  the  Home  Office  circular  "Fireworks  and  the 
Shopkeeper"  was  issued  to  each  licence  holder.  The  names  and 
addresses  of  each  licence  holder  were  submitted  to  the  Chief 
Fire  Officer,  Glamorgan  County  Council, 
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15 .  LICENCES  AND  LICENSING  | 

The  Miscellaneous  Fees  (Variation)  Order  1968,  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  April,  1968. 

The  following  fees  which  are  the  concern  of  the  Health 
Department  were  increased  as  follows 


Annual  Cinematograph  Licence 

Old  Fee 

£1 

New  Fee 

£5 

Transfer  of  Spirit  Licence 

2s 

.  6d. 

10s. 

Od 

Petroleum  Spirit  Licence  up  to  100  gallons 

5s 

.  Od. 

£1 

over  100  up  to  500  gallons 

.  10s 

0 

O 

P- 

0 

£2 

over  500  up  to  1,000  gallons 

15s 

.  Od. 

£5 

over  1,000  up  to  5,000  gallons 

£1 

£4 

over  5,000  up  to  10,000  gallons 

£2 

£8 

Fireworks  Licence 

Is 

.  Od. 

12s. 

6d 

l6  *  VERMINOUS  DWELLINGS 

Twelve  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  verminous 
dwellings  during  the  year.  Four  of  these  were  "Revisits". 

17.  PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES 
ACT,  1961 I 

PART  1  OF  THU]  ACT 

I.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  - 

including  inspections  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


.Number 

Inspec- 

:  on 

i,,  .  ■  tions 

'Re  gas  ter  1 

Number  of 
written 
Notices 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(1) 

Factories  in  which 

1 

1 

Sections  1,2, 3, 4,  are 

i 

to  be  enforced  by 

i  ■ 

< 

Local  Authorities  .... 

■  6 

6 

_  - 

(2) 

Factories  not  included  in 

(l)  in  which  Section  7  ib 

i 

r 

< 

; 

enforced  by  the  Local 

Authority  .... 

6 

6 

1 

_ 

- 

(3) 

Other  premises  in  which 

< 

i 

Section  7  is  enforced  by 

the  Local  Authority 

1 

(excluding  outworkers' 

1 

premises)  .... 

2 

2 

~ 

“ 

Total 

14 

14 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found „ 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects 
were  found 

.. .  Found.  Remedied 

j 

- - — 

;  To  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

• 

By  HoMo 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosec¬ 
utions 

were 

instit¬ 

uted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

1  - 

1 

r 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding  (S„2) 

- 

- 

“ 

!.  •  -  -  -  •• 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i 

Inadequate  ventilation  . 

.  r- 

- 

i 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

i 

- 

• 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
( S  o  7 ) 

- 

i 

;  • 

. 

.  - 

~ 

f 

__  i 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
de fective 

— 

i 

■ 

i 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

— 

-  !  .  .. 

_ 

i 

_ 

* 

i 

1 

[Other  offences  against 
'the  Act  (including  offences 
inot  relating  to  outwork) 

! 

j 

.! 

; 

; 

• 

• «  ■ 

•  _ 

;  Total 

,  “ 

'  : 
l 

■ 

“ 
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18 .  SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1958, 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  whole  or  in  part.. 


Cat  tie 

Gxclud-  Cows 
'  Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 
(if  known) 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Number  inspected 

- 

- 

5 

- 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticercio  Whole 
carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
'  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
■  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticercio 

! 

Tuberculosis  only  whole 
carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some 
j  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

j 

Percentage  of  the  No. 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

Cysticerosis  carcases 
|  of  which  some  part  or 
j  .  organ  was  condemned 

|  Carcases  submitted  to 
j  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

'  Generalised  and  totally 

J  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

i 

i 

! 
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SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  THE  GLYNCORRV/G  URBaN  DISTRICT  BY  IHE  COUNTY 
SAMPLING  OFFICERS  DURING  TK3  YEAR  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  I9TBT 


Arrowroot  (Ground)  1 
Aspirins  2 
Baby  Food  1 
Baking  Powder  1 
Butter  3 
Cake  Sponge  Pastry  Mix  2 
Coffee  &  Chicory  3 
Condensed  Milk  3 
Cooking  Fat/Oil  1 
Cream  2 
Dessert  Powder  4 
Fish  Paste  1 
Flavouring  3 
Flour  3 
Fruit  Juice  1 
Gravy  Browning  1 
Ice  Cream  2 


Lard  1 
Margarine  1 
Me  cl  t  Paste  1 
Meat  Products  12 
Milk  18 


Peel  (Mixed) 

Salad  Cream 
Sauces 
Soft  Drinks 
Soup  (Canned) 

Suet 
o wee  ts 
Tapioca 

Vegetables  (Canned) 

Vinegar 

Vitamin  Tabs.  etc. 

Drugs,  Cough  Med.  etc.  23 


1 — I  1 — I  (\l  O-  OJ  rl  1 — I  1 — I  K'N  -3“ 


